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The paper records the occurrence of Aes- 
chynomene americana Linn, for the first 
time in South India, and two other rare 
and little known plants namely Hedyotis 
membranacea Thwaites and Indigofera con- 
stricta (Thwaites) Trimen. They were col¬ 
lected during recent botanical exploration 
in Quilon district, Kerala. Short descrip¬ 
tions for the preceding two species are given 
below to facilitate their identification. Since 
the floral parts of Indigofera constricta 
(Thwaites) Trimen are not known so far, a 
detailed description with figures of the floral 
parts has also been presented. 

Aeschynomene americana Linn. Sp. PI. 713 
!753; Rudd in Reinw. 5: 25. 1959; 
Chatterjee in Sci. & Cult. 25: 488. i960; 
Backer & Bakhuizen, FI, Java 1: 599. 
1963; Maheshwari & Paul in J. Bombay 
nat. Hist. Soc. 72 (1): 165. 1975. [PAPI- 
LIONACEAE], 

Native of West Indies; this plant has 
hitherto been recorded in the following 
areas .* Carribean, Java and Philippines 
(Rudd 1959); India: Bihar, Hazaribagh dt. 
(Chatterjee i960) and Ranchi (Maheshwari 
& Paul 1975). 

Decumbent or erect herbs -j- im high ; 
branches spreading, striate, sparsely strigose. 
Leaves 1.5-5 cm long, imparipinnate, rachis 
strigose; petioles 3 mm long; stipules 
peltate-appendiculate, acuminate, strigose on 
the mareins : leaflets u_ 1 xi.i mm. 20-co. 
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subfalcate, apiculate, unequal at base, gla¬ 
brous excepting the margins, 3-5 costate, 
sessile. Flowers 7 mm long, orange-red, 
4-6 in axillary racemes up to 3 cm long; 
Deduncles and Dedicels slender strieose: 
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bracts cordate, acuminate, strigose along the 
margins. Pods 2-2.5x0 3 cm, slightly curved, 
jointed, glabrous, stalked, 6-8 seeded. 
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Hazaribaeh dt.. Bahi. 8-8-1 oco. D. P. Guha 
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s. n. (acc. no. 3777584, CAL); Kerala: 
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Quilon dt., Perundanaruvi, Ranni R. F., 
125 m, 24-11-1976, Chandrabose 49186 (MH). 
CUBA: Province of Santa Clara, /l-io-ina 1 ?. 
Jack 6359 (MH). 

Flowering and Fruiting : September-De- 
cember. 

Hedyotis membranacea Thwaites, Enum. Pi. 
143. 1859; Hook. f. FI. Brit. Ind. 3: 54. 
1880; Trimen, Handb. FI. Ceylon 2: 306. 
1894. Oldenlandia membranacea (Thwai¬ 
tes) O. Ktze. Rev. Gen. 292-293. 1891 ; 
Gamble, FI. Pres. Madras 600. 1921 & 2: 
423. 1957 (repr. ed.). [RUBIACEAE]. 

This species has been recorded from 
Ceylon and Travancore in India. Trimen 
(loc. dt.) states “Endemic. I have seen 
only the C. P. specimens, which have the 
flowers abortive and represented by chaffy 
scales. The whole plant appears to be diseas¬ 
ed or abnormal”. Though Gamble (loc. cit.) 
reported this species from Travancore, so 
far this species was not represented among 
Indian collection at MH and also at CAL. 
The authors have succeeded in collecting 
this rare plant recently in the evergreen 
forests of Quilon dt. 

Diffuse undershrubs, 1-1.5 m high; stems 
much branched, tetragonous, glabrous, in- 
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nodes. Leaves 6-15x2.5-5 cm, opposite, ob¬ 
long-lanceolate, entire, thin, glabrous, acu¬ 
minate at apex, cuneate at base; lateral 
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2 cm loner: stiDules ovate nectinate with 
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13-17 linear filamentous hispid teeth. Flow¬ 
ers -j-;6 mm long, white, sessile, crowded in 
dense axillary sessile cymes. Capsules -j- 2 x 
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conspicuous oblong calyx lobes ; seeds ^ 0.5 
mm across, many, black, angled, pitted. 

Specimens examined: INDIA: Kerala: 
Quilon dt., Angamuzhi, Ranni R. F., 
225 m, 22-11-1976, Chandrabose 49169 (MH), 
CEYLON: Locality?, Collector ? s. n. (acc. 
no. 60998, MH). 
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Flowering 

December. 


and Fruiting: September- Indigofera constricta 
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Indigofera constricta (Thwaites) Trimen 

Figs. 1-5 : 1. Flower. 2. Calyx. 3. Petals. 4. Androecium. 5. Gynoecium 
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2; 27. 1894; Taibot, Trees Bombay 67: 

• r.nr»l/p 171 Ptps Rnmhav t • im 
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1902 & i: 340. 1958 (repr. ed.); Gamble, 
FI. Pres. Madras 312. 1918 & 1: 221. 1957 
(repr. ed.); Brandis, Ind. Trees 218. 1921. 
I. ftaccida Koen. ex Roxb. var. constricta 
Thwaites, Enum. PL 411. 1864. [PAPI- 
LIONACEAE]. 

Th waites (1864) first described this spe¬ 
cies as a variety of I. flaccida without any 
mention about the floral parts. Baker (Hook, 
f. FI. Brit. Ind. i\ 99. 1876) in a note un¬ 
der /. tinctoria Linn, remarked, “I. flaccida 
var. constricta Thwaites, Enum. 411, from 
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the flowers are unknown” Trimen L8oal 
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has also stated “. very rare pet. not 
seen.” The same lacuna in the description 
has continued in the floras of Talbot (1894), 
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(1921). In all the above floras, it has been 
indicated as a rare plant. The authors col¬ 
lected this rare and interesting species re¬ 
cently with numerous flowers. 

Flowers ±6 mm long, many, lax in axil¬ 
lary, long peduncled racemes; pedicels 
-{-1.5 mm long, appressed silky; bracts -j- 1 
xo.5 mm, lanceolate, densely silky. Calyx 
± 2 mm long, appressed hairy without, 
5-toothed; teeth -j- 1 mm long, subequal, 
ovate, acute; tube -fc- 2 mm across, cupular. 
Corolla -jr 6 mm long, scarlet, appressed pu- 
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broadlv oblone-obovate. obtuse at anex. 
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sessile ; wing petals -j- 6 x 2 mm, obliquely 


oblong, slightly adherent to the keel, caau- 
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spathulate, obtuse, united up to their mid¬ 
dle, spurred on each side near the base. 
Stamens -j-5 mm long, 9+1, anthers apicul- 
ate. Ovary -j- 4 mm long, linear-oblong, 
glabrous; style -j- 1.5 mm long, slightly in- 
flexed, glabrous; Stigma capitate (Figs. 1- 

s)- 

Specimens examined : INDIA : Karnataka ; 
North Kanara dt., Nilkund Ghaut, 10-12- 
1884. Collector ? s. n. (acc. no. 13973, MH); 
idem, 4-12-1883, Talbot 788 (CAL); idem, 
15-2-1883, Talbot 320 (CAL); Supa, 5-4-1894, 
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Planalli to Muzhiar power house. Ranni R. 

A 1 

F., 250 m, 22-11-1976, Chandrabose 49159 
(MH); Kavalay Cochin, 610 m, Nov. 1910, 
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iviccooia 12320 : i/eyion, 

Collector ? C. P. 3811 (TYPE, MH). 

Flowering and Fruiting : September- 
January. 
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NEW AND RARE PLANT FROM NORTH EASTERN INDIA 


The following species, recorded earlier 
from Nepal, Kumaon, Kashmir, Himachal 
Pradesh and Sikkim, but nowhere from 
North Eastern India, are described here 
with analytical drawings to facilitate their 
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further discovery and identification in the 
field. 

CAMPANULACEAE 

Codonopsis purpurea Wall, in Roxb. FI. 
Ind. 2 : 105. 1824; C. B. Clarke in Fl. 
Brit. Ind. 3: 431. 1881 (Fig. a). 



